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group. This effect is probably the result of the high marginal tax rate on earnings for those receiving transitional aid payments. When the work disincentive effect of transitional aid payments is controlled, evaluation results indicate that releasees who received transitional aid payments had significantly fewer property and nonproperty arrests than persons who received no such payments. In addition, employed members of the treatment groups earned higher weekly wages, a finding consistent with job search theory. (See Rossi et al. (1980) for additional details.)
The supported work program was expanded originally to 13 cities and to include three target groups in addition to ex-addicts: women who had received AFDC welfare payments for substantial periods of time, prison and jail releasees, and young (17 to 20 years old) school dropouts, half of whom had criminal or delinquency records. The program was administered by diverse groups in the various locations ranging from governmental bodies to nonprofit community groups. Although the exact program and nature of jobs available varied from location to location, the new programs were quite similar to the original.
Results for the first 18 months of the expanded program are available (Maynard et al. 1979). The welfare mothers (who did not have criminal records for the most part) were helped most; twice as many experimentals as controls made the transition from welfare to self-sufficient employment. Ex-offenders significantly improved labor market performance only during program participation, although significant welfare payment decreases continued even after ex-offenders left the program. There was no significant decrease in reported criminal activity for ex-offenders either while they were in the program or after termination. For the young school dropouts, supported work had no significant impact on employment, earnings, criminal activity, or drug abuse. Ex-addict participants, however, did decrease their criminal activity significantly. These results are disappointing for ex-offenders and young school dropouts but support the original results for ex-addicts.
A RESEARCH STRATEGY INVOLVING JOBS AND ECONOMIC VIABILITY
Despite the weak empirical evidence that higher income is associated with lower levels of criminal activity and unemployment is associated with criminal activity, and only glimmerings of hope among program effects, we are not prepared to reject the hypothesis that crime and economic status are connected and that more effective interventions would therefore affect that relationship to reduce crime. Much evidence only imperfectly tests the financial and other models. The financial model asserts the existence of a crime-economic status